
 

THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 16th  
Sebastopol Veteran's Building, 282 South High St., Sebastopol, CA  

10:30 Board • 12:00 Potluck • 12:30 Meeting  

1:30-2:45 - Pastel Demonstration with Clark Mitchell (see below) 
February Prompt: “WITH ALL MY HEART”   

March Prompt: “TRIPTYCHS, TRIANGLES and TRIADS” 

AWSOMEART.ORG  • FEBRUARY 2023

AWESOME WEBSITE 
UPDATES 

THESE AWS ARTISTS HAVE NEW 
WORK OR EVEN A NEW PAGE* ON 

OUR SITE
Susan Barri  
Enid Barnes*  
Judy Boles*  

Judy Grigg Goldberg  
Merrie Krisl  
Carol Mills

Lonna Necker 
Christine Paschal*

Linda Loveland Reid  
Charito Shetty 
Nancy Tulloh
Andrea Way*
Kim Winter

 
Find the links for them here:  

www.awsomeart.org/
members-artwork 

February’s Artist Demonstrator  
CLARK MITCHELL

Working en plein air or in the 
studio, award-winning Clark 
Mitchell paints with oils and soft 
pastels. Given a set of fine 
German pastels by his father 
when young, he quickly 
embraced the medium for its 
ease of handling, brilliance of 
color, and portability. Through 
personal exploration as well as 
study with exceptional teachers, 
Mitchell has developed the talent 
to create both tightly rendered 
scenes as well as looser 
indications. Clark has lived in 
Sonoma County for more than 40 
years. His paintings have been 
on the cover of American Artist, Southwest Art and Pastel 
Journal. • Visit his website at www.cgmitchell.com

http://FAWSOMEART.ORG
http://www.cgmitchell.com
http://www.awsomeart.org/members-artwork
http://www.awsomeart.org/members-artwork
http://www.cgmitchell.com
http://www.awsomeart.org/members-artwork
http://www.awsomeart.org/members-artwork
http://FAWSOMEART.ORG


 

 

SANDWICHES/ 
FINGER FOOD

Enid Barnes 
Jerry Fabiano  
Christine Field  
Marcella Ford  
Linda Grainger 

Bob Hart 
Diana Jones
Bev Kjeldsen  

Carol Mills 
Fran Nielsen

Susan Rogers

 
 

DESSERT/FRUIT 
Susan Bradford  
Allene Donato  
Patricia Marina  
Sandi Maurer 

Christine Paschal
Charito Shetty 
Nancy Tulloh

A NOTE FROM THE 
PRESIDENT  
JUDY GOLDBERG

Hello everyone!

AWS got right down to 
business with our first 
program of 2023. A huge 
thank you and congrats 
to Gail Mardfin, our 
Newsletter and Website creator and editor, for 
her excellent and very informative presentation, 
“The Business of Art.”  We artists are now getting 
our ducks in a row, ready for a successful and 
creative year. 

There’s more art biz. Much appreciation goes 
to Jan Blake and  Patty Bird for organizing and 
conducting the AWS Annual Overstock Art Stuff 
Sale. What a win-win event. AWS is over $300 
richer and all the contributing paring-downers are 
less encumbered. 

Some might believe that the worlds of creative 
arts and business are at distant positions on the 
spectrum of everything. However, both require 
commitment and discipline and need the other for 
success. 

I came across a reference to Jeanette 
Winterson’s ”10 Tips on Creative Writing.” Please 
substitute art or any creative or enjoyable pursuit. 

Tip #1: Turn up for work. Discipline allows 
creative freedom. Without discipline there is no 
freedom. This probably refers to dedication or 
commitment to the creation or practice itself.

My first thought was, “Huh?”  Thinking more on 
this, a related idea came to me, business is not 
busy-ness. It’s a necessary part of life, work, and 
fun. It’s the tasks that make doing enjoyable 
things possible. Whatever the endeavor, if 
resources are not evaluated, if planning isn’t 
sound, if the current situation is not sustainable 
over time, conditions reach a tipping point and 
the fun will be over. 

Examples of this are seen all around us, 
especially after these last tough years. The 
restaurant or little shop you loved to visit had to 
close. Once thriving organizations are unable to 
continue serving their communities. It is important 
to be active and take part, to be proactive and 
think ahead. 

I am very grateful for everyone’s cooperation and 
participation during my first time facing a crowd, 
microphone in hand. Thank you. I think we’ll have 
a good time!

Tip#1 Variation: Show up. Do the work. And have 
fun. 

See you at the meeting! 
Judy

February 16 Refreshments
Please have your contribution (enough to serve 12 
people) on the table so the potluck is ready to start 

promptly at noon.  Thank you.

RAFFLE 
Merrie Krisl

The new AWS FACEBOARD will always be stationed at 
the back of the room (where the Board meets) so people 
can work on associating names with faces.

It is arranged by first name - and it is fun to see we have 
some very popular, recurring names! I still need to grab a 
few of you to finish it up, but I made the board using velcro 
so that things can be moved around as we add new 
members. Let’s use this tool to get to know each other!                       

      - Gail Mardfin



VICE PRESIDENT’S REPORT • LONNA NECKER

Greetings to you all. 

Our January meeting gave us a an informative 
presentation by our own Gail Mardfin. Her Business of 
Art presentation alerted us to the pitfalls of copyright and 
the technicalities of business cards and much, much 
more. No matter how prolific or business-oriented you are, 
she let us know all the when’s, how’s and who’s of selling 
and promoting our art. Thank you Gail for such a 
comprehensive and enlightening presentation!

We also saw a large number of paintings manifesting our 
prompt of “Joy” (Some are shown on this page.) Even 
though these prompts are only suggestions for paintings 
that you may or may not observe, we saw mostly 
paintings of your joy.  

So, on to next month, our presenter for February will be 
Clark Mitchell.  He is a nationally recognized landscape 
painter whose medium is usually pastels but also uses 
oils. He has presented to AWS several times in the past 
and is always an engaging and informative demonstrator.  

  PLEASE LET US KNOW OF ANY ARTISTS AND/OR    
  TOPICS YOU WOULD LIKE TO HAVE PRESENTED. 
  SEND YOUR SUGGESTIONS TO ME OR ANY 
  BOARD MEMBER.  Send your idea or the name and  
   address (if possible) of presenters and I will try to  
   contact them.
Our prompt for February is With All My Heart.

Take care, 
Lonna

Fran Nielsen -  
“Joy Ride” 
24x48 mixed media   

This was the JOY prompt 
art that Fran brought to 
the meeting. The heads 
are hand sculpted out of 
polymer clay, cured, and 
then painted. Fran also 
creates the costumes 
and then pairs them with 
a prop (the motorcycle 
with side car). SO cute! 

Marilee Wingert -  
“Tools that Bring Joy” 

9x6 watercolor
After I finished this 
painting, I realized 
that I didn’t include 

an eraser, an 
implement that 

definitely brings 
joy! 

Kathleen Andre -  
ABOVE: 
“Glorious” 
11x17 acrylic

LEFT: 
“Celebration” 
24x24 acrylic  

Judy Boles -  
“Ode to Joy” 
14x17 acrylic

JOY 
JANUARY PROMPT



IN MEMORY: M K FLEMING 

AWS BOARD MINUTES 
JANUARY 19, 2023
 
Members Present: Patty Bird, Judy Goldberg, Deni Marrone, Patricia Marina, Gail Mardfin, Carol Mills, Fran 
Nielsen, Lonna Necker, Linda L. Reid, Lorraine Stribling, Judy McFarland, Rhonda Johnston

Meeting Called to order 10: 40 by outgoing President Carol Mills.

President: Carol Mills
•  New Board Members Welcomed and Introduced.  
•  Membership capacity discussed; to be continued.

Membership: Lorraine Stribling
•  Membership dues deadline January 31, 2023
•  Requirements to qualify for the 2023 Apple Blossom Show can be fulfilled January-March. Those who use 
these first 3 months will have the remaining 9 months of this year to qualify for next year’s show. This 
“borrowing of time” only applies for this year’s show.  (See more on page 12)

Apple Blossom Show: Linda L. Reid
•  Contract with Sebastopol Center For the Arts has been made.
•  Theme for 2023 ABS “Sonoma County Blossoms-Celebrate Sonoma County.”
•  Participating artists will drop off their art on Thursday 4/27/23 between 3-4:30pm at the Art Center.
•  Music for the show was discussed, including establishing a fee for the musician. Motion: Gail Mardfin 
moved to pay $150 to the Opening Night ABS musician. Second: Lonna Necker; Vote: Unanimous. 
Steve Radice has provided music for several years and will be back by popular demand.
•  A new category (to replace Mixed Media) for the show was discussed. A committee was formed; Fran, 
Judy, Lorraine and Gail will further the discussion.

Treasurer: Patty Bird 
•  Effective balance of working account $5,481.92 
•  Jacque Mielke Awards account $6,468.30.  

Website: Gail Mardfin  
•  Introduction to the new Faceboard. Pictures of each member listed by their first name put on a board to 
help new and all members acquaint themselves through this wonderful visual.
•  AWS Website has generated 5 new individuals this past week for newsletter signup.

Venues: Deni Marrone
•  Currently there are 5 venues for members to show their work in Sebastopol. Deni is looking for two more.

11:40 a.m. Carol adjourned meeting.

Submitted by Rhonda Johnston, Recording Secretary.

Here are the first minutes by our new Recording Secretary, 

Rhonda Johnston. In bullet point form, they may be easier to 

follow, so PLEASE READ THEM SO YOU’LL KNOW WHAT YOUR 

AWS BOARD IS DOING TO MAKE THIS CLUB RUN SO WELL!

NOTE:



 

- ANNOUNCEMENTS - 

1. Anyone interested in teaching a 
series of watercolor or pastel 
classes to seniors at Spring Lake 
Village? Contact 
Jeaniepressey@gmail.com

 2. Here is an 
opportunity to 
exhibit your 
work. The 
Moonlight Brewing 
Company is 
seeking artists for the walls of its 
taproom on Coffey Lane in Santa 
Rosa. Do NOT reach out to the 
brewery, but rather to 
celestegoodwin81@gmail.com.
     We learned of this from the 
Sonoma Artists Group on Facebook, 
which you ought to join. Celeste 
Goodwin is the administrator.

JANUARY 2023 MEMBERS’ MEETING - After the new Board (below) was sworn 
in, Judy Goldberg took the mic and all of the Board members gave a brief 
explanation of what they do.  Next, Judy invited AWS artists to speak about the 
work they’d brought in to share, and announcements were made before the Used 
Art Supply Sale was tied up.  All in all, an excellent first meeting for the new Prez!

L TO R: Lorraine Stribling (Membership); Patty Bird (Treasurer), Rhonda Johnston (Recording Secretary), Linda Reid 
(Apple Blossom Show), Gail Mardfin (Newsletter/Communications); Lonna Necker (Vice President), Fran Nielsen 
(Corresponding Secretary), Deni Marrone (Venues); Judy Goldberg (President); Patricia Marina (Publicity); Judy 
McFarland (Publicity); Kathy Barnes (Hospitality), Kathleen Andre (Hospitality). Missing: Susan Barri (Hospitality) & 
Beverly Bird (Historian). Photo by Kim Winter

Hale Darby

Christine 
Paschal

Several 
members 
spoke about 
their artwork. 
We will all be 
using the 
hand-held 
mic - when 
using, hold  it 
close to your 
mouth so all 
can hear.

Bev Kjeldsen 
(above) was 
excited to share a 
nifty thing her 
husband made for 
her to clean/scrub 
her oil paint 
brushes in: a tennis 
ball cut in half! 
Pour in a small 
amount of turp, 
swish your brushes 
hard against the 
rubber, and then 
dispose of the 
whole thing 
properly.

mailto:Jeaniepressey@gmail.com
mailto:celestegoodwin81@gmail.com
mailto:Jeaniepressey@gmail.com
mailto:celestegoodwin81@gmail.com


THE BUSINESS OF ART 
by Gail Mardfin 

Throughout my life, I’ve been 
involved in many organizations where I used 
my skills in organizing, marketing, and 
communicating in print and online. I was 
married for 25 years to a prolific painter and 
after promoting him throughout our 
marriage, I started on my own path as an 
artist in the early 2000s – now using my 
knowledge for my own benefit!   

After being in AWS for awhile, I 
thought a program on the topic THE 
BUSINESS OF ART would be of benefit to many, and I 
offered to lead it.  During my presentation, I tried to 
succinctly share tips and strategies I had learned as a 
private school Publications Director, co-founder of an 
Open Studio Tour, and director of a Spiritual Film 
Festival, among other things.

I was pleased that more than 65 people stayed 
to hear my presentation that went on non-stop for 75 
minutes!  AWS has a number of commercially 
successful members and I had earlier communicated 
with several of them so I was able to share their 
expertise with the group. I got through a number of 
relevant topics and attendees followed along with a 
handout:
 
1.  Keep track of your work – it’s a new year, a great 
time to start!  Maintain a spreadsheet or notebook 
where, by date and/or medium, you record all your work 
as soon as you finish it. Take a good picture of it, 
including size, title, price, and any venues it appears in.   
2. Present your work in a professional manner.
Check that your work is clean (front and back) and 
wired properly, and be careful as you store or move it, 
to avoid damage. 
3. Pricing your work - There are a few different ways 
people price their work; there is no one way, but as a 
beginner, look around at comparable work and don’t 
sell your work for a price that will leave you resentful.
4. Copyright - Having attended some in-depth lectures 
about copyright, I really encourage you to work from 
your own reference photos. Unless a photo you work 
from is in the “public domain,” you run a risk of 
copyright infringement. Just because it is on the 
internet does not mean you can copy it, but if you are 
going to work from images that are “out there,” be sure 
to change things significantly.  And if you are in a juried 
show you must own the photo you worked from or have 
permission to use it. 
5. Commissions - With a show of hands, we saw 
many members have done commissions. If it is with 
someone you do not know personally, get paid half 
upfront and put your agreement in writing. Agree 
beforehand on the medium, size, price, and timeframe.

6. Self-Promotion/Marketing Materials - 
Keep your promotional materials (business 
cards, wall labels, promotional cards) 
consistent and easy to read, showing your 
best work or work representative of your 
style and/or range of subject matter. When 
ordering, remember the cost goes down per 
piece the more you get – and use both sides. 
Your Email list is the most reliable way to 
engage with more people. Set up your 
Contacts in separate folders. Add friends, 
family, and people you meet in daily life with 
whom you can keep informed via simple 
news/announcements and art images.

7. Online presence - I spent a third of the presentation 
talking about Facebook, Instagram, and websites (as 
well as Pinterest and Etsy). We looked at several 
members’ websites and heard the benefits of various 
website programs. You need to purchase a domain 
(BeverlyBirdArt.com, for example) and find a host.  
Hosts can go from free to $300+ a year. We discussed 
several, but it seems FASO.com offers the best full-
service plans for artists, with a number of professional 
looking templates to choose.
8. Co-op galleries - There is a yearly cost to be a 
member, with different tiers of membership. A 
percentage of each sale (20-50%) is taken.  
This area has several to check out.
Russian River Gallery, downtown Guerneville (Patty Bird)  
Upstairs Gallery, Healdsburg (Beverly Bird, Carolyn Wilson, 
Karen Miller)
Artisans’ Coop in Bodega (Deni Marrone, Christine Paschal)
Made Local, in Montgomery Village (Deni Marrone)
9.Taxes - You should pay income tax on your sales.  
In California, you can easily get a Seller’s Permit (at no 
cost; never have to renew) and collect sales tax when 
you sell your work within the state. With a Resale 
Certificate (which is required to participate in Sebarts’ 
Open Studio Tours), you don’t pay sales tax when 
buying supplies

I supplied a short list of resources for printing, 
websites, marketing blogs, and registering in California. 
If you would like a copy of the handout, please 
email gail@plpgraphicdesign.com and I will be 
happy to send you a PDF.

As I had spent many hours preparing for the 
BUSINESS AS ART presentation, it was gratifying to 
hear so many positive comments afterwards, at the 
meeting or in follow-up emails. People told me they’d 
“learned a lot of useful stuff.” I loved what new member 
Nike Skelton wrote: “I took your advice and spent a lot 
of time on the awsomeart.org website, looked at 
everyone’s artwork and went to any personal websites 
listed. It is such an impressive collection! I’m delighted 
to be a part of it.”   

mailto:gail@plpgraphicdesign.com
mailto:gail@plpgraphicdesign.com


BE SURE TO SEE 

 “Favorite Things”  
SHOW ENDS FEBRUARY 5 

NEXT UP
“Color of Water” **

FEB. 11 - MARCH 26
RECEPTION

SATURDAY, FEB. 11 • 2-4PM

CALL  FOR ENTRIES!
“Accessories”

Deadline for submissions – midnight 2/27  
Artwork having to do with bags, shoes, jewelry, 

hats, belts, eyewear, scarves, purses,  
man-purses, backpacks, etc 

Patricia Marina is co-coordinating the 
Accessories show and says “It would be so 
much fun to see your beautiful art pieces in 

the gallery.”  For more info go here:  
https://www.sebarts.org/call-for-entries

MANY AWS ARTISTS ENTERED 
WORK IN SEBART’S “FAVORITE 
THINGS” SHOW! Here are a few:

Gail Mardfin
and 
granddaughter
Azalea 
Michelsen

Patricia Marina

Lonna Necker

Carolyn Jarvis

** Several AWS members submitted entries to the 
“Color of Water” show. Only 93 out of 228 entries 
were juried in…Congratulations to our Linda 
Loveland Reid for having her abstract painting, 
“Mind at Sea” accepted!



   Congratulations	to	the	AWS	artists	
whose works were accepted to be in the show: 

 
The Artists Reception has been rescheduled 
to Saturday, February 11, 2023 • 1pm - 4pm

SEBASTOPOL VENUES
January 19 - March 16

Coffee & Moore  
CURRENTLY: Carol Mills 

NEXT: AVAILABLE
Fandee’s Restaurant

CURRENT: Linda Grainger 
NEXT: Carol Mills  
Sonoma Burger  

CURRENTLY: Charito Shetty
NEXT: AVAILABLE
Specialty Center  

CURRENTLY: Phil Wilkinson
NEXT: AVAILABLE  

Umpqua Bank   
CURRENTLY: Enid Barnes

NEXT:  AVAILABLE

SIGN UP IN THE VENUE SIGN-UP BOOKS! 
Or contact Deni Marrone (408) 202-3875

Susan Barri  
Susan Bradford  
Diane Ceccarelli  
Linda Donahue  
Jeffy Fabiano  
Marcella Ford
  

Judy Grigg Goldberg  
Elizabeth Gomes  
Beverly Kjeldsen  
Patricia Marina  
Lonna Necker  
Sky Richardson	

Several AWS members belong to the Santa Rosa Arts Center, with 
their artwork appearing and selling in the 
little gallery on 312 South A Street. Right 
now “New Year, New Work: a Hopeful 
Show” is up through February 23, with six 
more shows planned for 2023 including 
themes like recycled art, musical art, 
multiples (prints/photos), and small works. 
Regular hours are Friday, Saturday, and 
Sunday 11-3, when things are often hoppin’ 

in the nearby beehive of art studios and cafes, too.

AWS member Linda Donahue, who recently joined SRAC says, “The third 
Wednesday of the month they have an evening Salon. I went for the first 
time in January and it was interesting.” She finds the SRAC folks welcoming, 
professional, and supportive. In addition, Linda has sold three pieces in the 
gallery lately, including “Angelica” at right, a perfect item to appear in the Gift 
Show in December.

Check out the website SantaRoseArtCenter.com to learn more about upcoming exhibits and events, including 
the Art Exchange Salons, and membership ($40/yr/senior).

Linda Donahue -
“Angelica” 7x5 mixed media

http://SantaRoseArtCenter.com
http://SantaRoseArtCenter.com


Jerry Fabiano - “Winter Creek” 12x16 pastel and “Snowy January Road”  9x12 pastel

Bev Kjeldsen -  
“Mendocino Headlands” 
24x48 oil  

Carol Mills - All watercolors
 
TOP LEFT: “Doran Dunes” 11x15 
LEFT: “Quiet Reading” 11x15 
ABOVE:” Anyone Home?” 14x11

Kathleen Andre -  “Eye of the Storm”  22x28 acrylic 

REMEMBER: To share 
your recent work in the 
newsletter, send an email 
“For the Newsletter” with a 
squarely-taken jpg to 
GAIL@PLPGRAPHICDESIGN.
COM within a week after 
the monthly meeting - or 
any time in between 
meetings. Include your 
name, title of art, 
dimensions (HxW), and 
medium in the body of the 
email.

MEMBERS’  
ART WORK

mailto:GAIL@PLPGRAPHICDESIGN.COM
mailto:GAIL@PLPGRAPHICDESIGN.COM
mailto:GAIL@PLPGRAPHICDESIGN.COM
mailto:GAIL@PLPGRAPHICDESIGN.COM


Paula: So, Charito, where were you born 
and raised? 
Charito: I was born, raised, and educated on 
the second largest island of the Philippines, 
which consists of over 7,000 islands. 

P: Did you grow up with siblings?  
C: Yes, I was the first born girl, followed by 
my five brothers.

P: Did you have relatives who were artists 
or anyone else in your life that inspired 
you as a young person? 
C: There were no known artists in my family. 
I grew up with a natural artistic talent in 
drawing that became very evident 
throughout my educational years.

P: Can you recall as a child what you 
wanted to be when you grew up, and 
what did you actually end up doing?  
C: As a child, I always wanted to attend a 
fine arts college but my parents could not 
see any financial stability in that as a career. 
So I decided to become a nurse. After 
working as a nurse for four years in the 
Philippines, I needed to branch out to other 
countries. I applied to work abroad through 
the Philippines Overseas Employment 
Program. I waited eight months to gain 
employment as a nurse in Saudi Arabia in 
1985. 

P: When did you first become interested 
in art??  
C: While waiting for my nursing job abroad, a 
professional artist friend recommended me to 
attend an art class in the Philippines 
Women’s University specifically working in 
pencil and charcoal.  

P: What actually inspired you to begin to 
take your art interest seriously? 
C: It happened after I retired in 2018 from 
my job as Dialysis Nurse in Santa Rosa. I 
wanted to get back to what I loved most and 
that is art. So I joined a watercolor class in 
the Finley Community Center.

P: Can you describe what medium you 
first explored? 
C: I was always most comfortable drawing 
with pencil and charcoal and that led to 
using pastel and watercolor.

P: Did that evolve into other mediums?  
C: Yes, I am now starting to venture out by 
using acrylics but I am more comfortable 

painting with watercolor. 

P: Are there any particular art 
experiences of yours you may want to 
tell us about? 
C: Without a doubt, it was my joining AWS 
where I realized this was a true turning 
point in my artistic development.  Being 
surrounded by these friendly and talented 
artists and seeing their artwork has been a 
true inspiration and motivation for me.

P: Do you have any other creative 
outlets that you would like to share?  
C: Yes, jewelry making, Asian cooking, 
and dancing are my other favorite 
hobbies.

P: How long have you lived in Sonoma 
County? 
C: I have loved living in Sonoma County, 
first in Petaluma and then Santa Rosa, for 
23 years altogether! I met my husband in 
Saudi Arabia and we’ve been married for 
36 years. We have two children - our son 
lives in Canada and our daughter lives in 
San Francisco.

P: How did you find out about AWS?  
C: I met Gail Mardfin in our Finley 
watercolor class and one day Gail invited 
me to be her guest at AWS. I loved it so 
much I actually joined that very day! I am 
so glad I did. Thank you Gail!

P: When this pandemic is finally 
completely over, what do you want to 
do most? 
C: I want to travel more and participate in 
more art shows! 

Conclusion by Paula:  
I want to thank Gail for suggesting I 
contact Charito for this interview. All Gail 
told me was she has lived in five different 
countries so far. That got my curiosity up, 
and consequently I learned so much from 
Charito sharing her experiences coming 
from the Philippines and her quest to earn 
a living as a nurse in India, Saudi Arabia, 
Africa, and the good old United States of 
America! I am also amazed how prolific 
and accomplished Charito is as an artist 
since retiring in 2018. I was delighted to 
get to know her through this interview 
process. I am “Beyond Grateful” - a quote 
I learned from Charito.

Member Profile: Charito Shetty 
by Paula Pearce

Above: Charito does her artwork in a 
bright corner of her home, where she 
posed with a recent watercolor, 
“Ready for Fall Harvest.” 
 
Below: “Lake Louise” (14x11 
watercolor) and “Hawaiian 
Pothos” (14x11 charcoal and 
watercolor)



What	is	the	ABS?  
For	over	50	years,	AWS	has	sponsored	the	ABS	(Apple	
Blossom	Show)	that	takes	place	during	the	Sebastopol	
Apple	Blossom	Festival.	It	is	an	exciting	event	that	
begins	with	an	Opening	Night	party.	

Every	AWS	member	is	encouraged	to	join	in	the	fun,	
both	as	a	volunteer	and	artist.	It	takes	the	whole	club	
to	produce	this	wonderful	event.	 
And,	it’s	lots	of	fun! 
 
	 	 		What	is	the	date?  
	 	 					The	ABS	takes	place	as	part	of	the	 
	 																			Sebastopol	Apple	Blossom 
	 	 									Festival,	this	year	April	29	&	30.	

	 	 			Location? 
	 	 						The	ABS	takes	place	in	the	 
	 																						auditorium	at	Sebastopol	Center 
	 																								for	the	Arts.	

	 	 													ABS	4-Day	Event	schedule  
	 	 	 		April	27,	Thursday	=		  
	 	 	 				Intake:	artists	bring	their 
																																												artwork	to	the	Center	3-4:30.	

	 	 	 								April	28,	Friday	= 
	 	 	 										During	the	day	the	 
	 	 	 					judging	takes	place,	and	the 
	 	 	 show	is	“hung.”  
Opening	Reception	that	night,	7:00	to	9:00	pm.	

April	29	&	30	=	Art	Show	is	open	to	public.	(Visitors	
pay	$10	fee	to	enter	the	Festival,	which	includes	the	
art	show.)		Artists	collect	their	unsold	artwork	on	
Sunday	at	close	of	the	Festival.	

Who	is	eligible?  
Any	member	of	AWS	is	eligible,	if	they	have	fulfilled	
basic	requirements	having	to	do	with	monthly	meeting	
attendance,	potluck	contributions,	and	sharing	of	
artwork.		All	participating	artists	are	required	to	
volunteer	on	various	committees	and	  
publicize	the	event.	(See	chart	on	next	page.)	

How	do	I	enroll? 
In	February	the	AWS	membership	chair	will	email	

members	the	ABS	submission	form	  
where	you	list	your	artwork	and	set	 
the	price.	You	may	enter	up	to	four	 
works	with	an	entrance	fee	of	$15	 
per	piece.	AWS	takes	a	25%	commission	 
of	all	sales	made	at	the	ABS	(to	offset	 
expenses	for	the	event).	

What	else?  
In	addition,	we	hope	you	will	 
donate	a	small,	framed	original  
piece	to	be	sold	for	under	$100,	  
proceeds	to	be	donated	to	 
a	local	art	organization.			  
The	maximum	size	for	this	 
donated		work	is	11x14	inches.	(This	size	 
might	change	to	include	the	frame.)	Artists	may	also	
sell	their	art-cards	at	the	exhibit.	

Awards 
The	judge	will	award	Best	of	Show	($400),	Founders’	
Award	($300),	and	in	each	category:	First	($100),	
Second,	Third,	as	well	as	Honorable	Mentions.	Two	
Popular	Votes	($100	each).	Cash	awards	are	from	
monies	bequeathed	to	AWS	by	long-time	valued	
member	Jacque	Mielke.		

Popular	Vote	Award 
During	the	show,	audience	members	fill	out	slips	
noting	their	two	favorite	pieces	in	the	show.	The	two	
winners	are		announced	at	the	May	AWS	meeting.		

WHAT IS THE APPLE BLOSSOM SHOW  
& HOW DOES IT WORK? 

by ABS Chair Linda L. Reid 

RileyStreet Art Supply 
103 Maxwell Ct, Santa Rosa 

(707) 526-6421 • www.RileyStreet.com  
Mon. - Sat. 9-5:30 | Sun. 11-4

http://www.RileyStreet.com
http://www.RileyStreet.com


 

Something Punny  
from Rod Morgan 

A friend had the gall to send me this art 
pun. Which may, or may not be worthy of 
the newsletter. 

A thief in Paris planned to steal some 
paintings from the Louvre.  After careful 
planning, he got past security, stole the 
paintings and made it safely to his van.

	 However, he was captured only 
two blocks away when his van ran out of 
gas. When asked how he could 
mastermind such a crime and then make 
such an obvious error, he replied, 
"Monsieur, that is the reason I stole the 
painting....I had no Monet to buy Degas 
to make the VanGogh.”


(And you thought I didn't have DeGaulle 
to send this on to someone else. Well, I 
figured I had nothing Toulouse.) 

Kathleen Andre
Enid Barnes
Susan Barri 
Beverly Bird 
Patty Bird 
Janet Blake 
Rhoda Bloom
Judy Boles
Susan Bradford
Wendy Brown
Kathy Byrne
Diane Ceccarelli

Linda Donahue 
Allene Donato 
Jerry Fabiano 
Hedda Gold
Judy Goldberg
Linda Grainger
Lorna Ho
Carolyn Jarvis
Rhonda Johnston
Diana Jones
Beverly Kjeldsen
Merrie Krisl

Dena Lash
Judy Leandro
Gail Mardfin
Patricia Marina
Sandi Maurer
Judy McFarland
Rhonda Mertle
Carol Mills 
Lonna Necker
Avinash Pandey
Christine Paschal
Paula Pearce

Dorothy Rapalyea
Linda L. Reid  
Rita Rhine
Susan Rogers
Kathy Root
Nancy Sanchietti
Charito Shetty
Nancy Tulloh
Philip Wilkinson
Gary Wilson
Marilee Wingert
Kim Winters 

AS OF JANUARY, THE FOLLOWING ARTISTS ARE IN GOOD STANDING TO ENTER THE 2023 ABS.   
If you believe your name should be on this list, contact Membership Chair Lorraine Stribling at   

(707) 480-7132 or lorrainestribling@comcast.net, preferably before the February meeting.

MEMBERSHIP REQUIREMENTS TO ENTER THE APPLE BLOSSOM SHOW  
ARE MET IN THE CALENDAR YEAR PRIOR TO THE SHOW.  

However, this year only, because of some earlier confusion, an extension has been made until March 2023  
for members to meet these requirements for the 2023 ABS.   NOTE: Any requirements earned for the 2023 show 

during this extension period cannot also count toward the 2024 show.   

AWS ARTIST SUSAN 
BRADFORD TAUGHT ANOTHER 
SUCCESSFUL 10-STROKE 
PAINTING CLASS IN JANUARY 
AT SEBASTOPOL CENTER  
FOR THE ARTS
In the class Susan teaches 
color theory and color mixing 
and then, using a fruit or 
vegetable model, students 
paint the subject in only 10 
strokes (not counting 
foreground/background/
shadow). Her most recent class 
was like Old Home Week, with 
AWS members Enid Barnes, 
Niki Skelton, Linda Donahue, 
Sandra Stewart, Wendy Brown, 
Bob Hart, Laura Box, and Judy 
Goldberg! Susan will be doing 
a 10-Stroke Demo at our 
August meeting.

Judy Grigg Goldberg -  
“Rutabega, Pear, Pepper, 
Apple?” each 7x5 acrylic
These were created in Susan 
Bradford’s 10-Stroke Painting 
class. Great fun to try a totally 
new approach.

mailto:lorrainestribling@comcast.net
mailto:lorrainestribling@comcast.net



