
 

MARCH 17th: IN PERSON at SCA!  
Sebastopol Veteran's Building, 282 South High St., Sebastopol, CA 

PARKING: To make room for the FoodBank Truck, please park across the street, in first 
parking lot (left of  building), or in few spaces closest to the road on right side of  building 

10:30 Board • 12:00 Potluck • 1:00 Presenter/Instructor: Michael Coy (see p.7)  
To attend, AWS requires Proof  of  Vaccination & a GOOD Mask • Remember your NAMETAG!  

March Prompt: GLORIOUS GREENS • April Prompt: CELEBRATIONS  

Art Workshop of Western Sonoma County  
8214 Covert Lane • Sebastopol CA 95473

WWW.AWSOMEART.ORG         MARCH 2022

The Apple Blossom show can’t happen without volunteers!  
Please contact Linda Reid ASAP to fill in these RED slots… 

lindalreid100@gmail.com  • (707) 484-4153

ABS CHAIR: Linda L. Reid
RECEIVING: Beverly Bird*, Susan Barri, Merrie Krisl, 
Kathy Root, Carol Mills NEED 3 MORE
PANELS: Kim Winter*, Sandi Maurer, Gary Wilson, Judy 
Goldberg NEED 3 MORE
HANGING: Fran Nielsen* & Kathy Byrne*, Kathleen Andre, 
Phil Wilkinson, Patricia Marina, Rod Morgan, Gail Radice 
Carolyn Jarvis, Gary Caldwell, Johanna Monroe
FOOD/HOSPITALITY: Judy Goldberg* NEED 4 MORE  
(+ All artists bring something for reception at 6:40 Friday)
POSTER/POSTCARD DISTRIBUTION: Diane Ceccarelli, 
Hedda Gold NEED MORE! Posters and postcards 
available at March meeting. 
WINE SERVERS: Gary Wilson, Dana Rodney  NEED 3 
MORE
FLOOR DOCENTS: Gail Radice*, Susan Barri, Gary 
Caldwell, Carol Leif Gianni NEED THESE SLOTS FILLED:
Sat: 10-12:30 (1); 12:30–3 (1); 3-6 (1). Sun: 10-12:30 (2); 
12:30-3 (1); 3-5 (1).

RAFFLE: Lonna Necker*, Hedda Gold, April Lynch NEED 
THESE SLOTS FILLED: Fri: 7-9 (2). Sat: 10-12:30 (1); 
12:30-3 (1); 3-6 (2). Sun: 10-1 (2); 1-4 (2).
SALES: Patty Bird*, Jan Blake, Rita Rhine, Hale Darby, 
Diane Ceccarelli, Gail Mardfin, Carol Mills NEED THESE 
SLOTS FILLED: Fri: 7-9 (2). Sat: 2-6 (2). Sun: 10-2 (1).
DONATED ART: Carol Mills*  
JUDGING (Wendy Brayton, Judge): ASSISTANTS: Nancy 
Sanchietti*, Carolyn Wilson. RIBBONS: Paula Pierce
POPULAR VOTE: Susan Moore*, Paula Pierce*  
GREETING CARDS: Carol Mills*
PROGRAM/FLYER/POSTCARD DESIGN: Gail Mardfin*
PUBLICITY: April Lynch*, Gail Mardfin
ENTRY FORM/LABELS: Lorraine Stribling*  
PHOTOGRAPHER: April Lynch & others who 
want to share pictures they take
SIGNS: Fran Neilsen*, Carol Mills*
MUSIC: Steven Radice
     * signifies Chair

mailto:lindalreid100@gmail.com
http://WWW.AWSOMEART.ORG
http://WWW.AWSOMEART.ORG
mailto:lindalreid100@gmail.com


 

FROM THE 
PRESIDENT…

Hi Everyone,

It was so wonderful to look 
out and see 40 smiling 
faces (under their masks!) 
at our February in-person 
meeting! If you couldn’t 
make it, you missed a fun 
and informational gathering. I hope you 
can come next month. Our new and used art 
supply sale put $294.50 in our bank account! 
Thank you to everyone who brought items, to Jan 
Blake and her helpers for setting it up, and to Patty 
Bird for being the “banker.” 

We were able to take more time looking at each 
other's art, eating, catching up with friends, and 
shopping before we started our delayed meeting. 
We all enjoyed getting to know Susan Barri better 
and hearing about her art journey and seeing 
samples of her wonderful palette knife painting. 
Thanks also to Lonna Necker and Gail Mardfin 
for putting together our first-ever survey and going 
over the results with us.

We are getting very close to our first Apple 
Blossom Show in two years! We are working 

behind the scenes signing contracts and signing up 
workers. Please, if you haven’t already, sign up 
to work on one of the ABS committees – the list 
is right on the front page. It is fun, and the best 
way to meet other members. Remember, if you are 
putting art in the show, you must do your volunteer 
hours. The entry form will soon be coming to you in 
your email from Lorraine Stribling – look for it and 
send it back by April 11th! More on this at the next 
meeting.

I have GOOD NEWS about two new art shows 
scheduled for our members this year! Linda 
Reid talked to the owner of Redwood Cafe in 
Cotati about AWS having our art hung there for 
three months – November 2022 through January 
2023. More on this later…AND…AWS gets to have 
its own show for two months at the Finley Center in 
Santa Rosa! We think there’s enough room for 
every member to hang two pieces. This will be 
hung on September 28th with a reception on 
September 29th and then taken down on 
November 28th. I will be looking to appoint a 
committee for this show! Let’s just get through April 
with our Apple Blossom Show first!!

Take care of yourselves and each other.
 
Love,
Carol

Sandwiches/ 
Finger Food  

Kathleen Andre
Susan Barri
Merrie Krisl  
April Lynch

Lonna Necker
Paula Pearce

Linda Reid
Sue Rogers
Kathy Root 

Marilee Wingert

Dessert/Fruit 
Carolyn Jarvis 
Patricia Marina

Carol Mills 
Judy Morrison

Nancy Sanchietti

March 17 Refreshments
Please have your contribution (enough to serve 12 
people) on the table so the potluck is ready to start 

promptly at noon.  Thank you.

LOVE   
  OF… 

Patricia Marina -  
“Magical  

Whimsy B”  
12x12   

mixed media 
acrylic/collage

More of 
February’s  

"Love Of…" 
prompts on 

page 9.   

Deni Marrone -  
8-inch wooden hearts, poured acrylic 
Selling successfully at Made Local Market 
Place’& Bodega Artisans Co-op!

Carol Mills 



AWS Board Minutes
February 17, 2022
Members Present: Merrie Krisl, April Lynch, Gail 
Mardfin, Carol Mills, Lonna Necker, Fran Nielsen, Linda 
L. Reid and Lorraine Stribling.
Meeting was called to order at 10:21 by President, 
Carol Mills.

President: Carol asked if we had publicity for 
demonstrators other than the newsletter or SCA. Gail 
said she would inform the Oakmont club. Discussed 
the number of paintings we might get for the ABS. It 
seems like we will have enough room for everyone 
without changing the limit of 4 artworks/person to fit 
within a 4’ by 5’ space. Discussed changing the 
monetary awards for the ABS, as Linda would like to 
have two popular vote awards. Gail motioned and 
Merrie seconded to have the following awards: $400 for 
Best of Show, $300 for the Founders Award, $100 each 
for first place in each medium and $100 each for the 
two popular votes. It was approved and noted the judge 
must adhere to this number of awards.
Discussed the Finley Center show (thank you, Carol!) 
which we will hang September 28th with a reception on 
September 29th, and take down on November 28th. Will 
probably have room for 2 pieces/person. The current 
show has 180 pieces.
Linda said we can have a show, starting sometime in 
November, of about 50 pieces in the popular Redwood 
Café in Cotati. The show will run until January. She will 
have more info in the future.
.ABS: Linda announced that Wendy Brayton will judge 
the show. Linda would like a chair this year for the 
donated, original artworks. The Apple Blossom Festival 

theme this year is Mask-a-rade. She asked everyone to 
add or update their artist statements for our notebook, 
which she will have at the next meeting. Posters and 
postcards will be ready for distribution at the March 
meeting. Gail will be doing the program for the show. 
April said she would decorate the raffle prize box. Linda 
did note that the Chamber is requesting that we pick up 
our artwork later on Sunday afternoon, as they felt 
there was a problem with vendors and us exiting the 
area at the same time. There was discussion about 
whether this was really a problem. Linda will check on it 
further. Lorraine and Linda will update the show entry 
form and some hard copies will be available at the 
March meeting. Linda will work on a letter for wine 
donations.

Vice President: Our March demonstrator will be 
Michael Coy, who will critique some famous artists and 
tell us what makes a good painting. He’ll have some 
examples of theirs he would say are bad. Yes, we all 
produce them! In April, Diana Majumdar will 
demonstrate mixed media collage finished with 
encaustic. In May, Donna De La Briandais will talk 
about composition and color in watercolor. Lonna noted 
that all these were things the members wanted in our 
survey.

Website and Survey: The survey had a good 
response from members and this will guide future 
programs. Gail will renew our awsomeart.org. website 
and will work on adding a page with links to YouTube 
videos and the one of James Reynolds demonstrating 
light and shadow. If you have favorite artists on 
YouTube, please let Gail know so she can include 
them.
Meeting was adjourned at 11:45.
Merrie Krisl, Recording Secretary

Jan Blake -  
Untitled 36x24 acrylic
This attracted many admirers 
at the meeting. - gm

Linda Grainger -  
“One Afternoon at the Beach”  
18x24 watercolor   

Linda L. Reid -  
“Forest Boulders”  
24x18 acrylic



Sebastopol Venues: March 17 - May 19, 2022*
Coffee & Moore  

OUTGOING: Marilyn Sommer • INCOMING: Carol Mills
Sonoma Burger  

A NEW VENUE! • INCOMING: Gail Mardfin
Specialty Center  

OUTGOING: Carol Mills • INCOMING: Dana Rodney
Tombe Realty   

NOW: Linda Grainger • NEXT: ??
Umpqua Bank   

OUTGOING: Bev Kjeldsen • INCOMING: Gail Mardfin

SIGN UP IN THE NEW SIGN-UP BOOKS FOR 2022  
OR ASAP CONTACT Deni Marrone (408) 202-3875  

*Approximate; Current artist will arrange with next artist as to a 
mutually convenient day/time to change.

Rhoda Bloom -  
9x12 watercolor 
Here is the first painting I painted to 
grieve my friend Barry, who died.

Bev Kjeldsen -  
ABOVE: “Spring in Sonoma County” 
12x16 watercolor
RIGHT: “St. David’s Day, March 1st” 
12x8 oil
We lived n Wales for a year once! 
Little school children bring bunches of 
daffodils to their teachers on that day. 
The hills are covered with beautiful 
yellow daffodils! 

Marilee Wingert -  
ABOVE: “Crab” 9x12 watercolor 

Philip Wilkinson -  
BELOW: “Superbloom” 24x36 pastel
RIGHT: “Under the Dock” 16x13 photo

Lonna Necker -  
LEFT, ABOVE: “Keyhole Rock in Mendocino” 7x9 oil 24x36 pastel
LEFT, LOWER: “McKerricher State Park Seascape” 6x9 oil



VP Lonna Necker gave a great 
overview of presenters and 

demonstrators to come  
in 2022! (See page 7.)

All were selected on the basis of 
replies that 60+ members gave in the 

recent survey.  If you would like to 
see the results presented from that 

survey, request the PDF from 
gail@PLPgraphicdesign.com.

 
(Photo by Carol Mills)

A happy announcement 
from Rita Rhine: her book 
“Penny by Penny” is now 
published and available 
to buy!  https://
www.amazon.com/Penny-
Rita-N-Rhine/dp/
9798885252	

Many chose to eat their 
lunch out on the patio 
(Kim Winter, Judy 
Goldberg, Sandi Maurer, 
Hedda Gold), above.
At right, Jan Blake and Linda Nease enjoyed catching up. 

There were good 
bargains to be had at 
several tables of new 
and used art supplies. 
NEARLY $300 was 
made for AWS and all 
of the items that 
remained went to 
Sebastopol Center  
for the Arts for its 
upcoming YARD SALE. 
(See page 7)

As the survey revealed, everyone LOVES looking at other people’s art! Center, Marilee Wingert points out her 
watercolors to Kim Winter.  Right, Gary Wilson takes a close look examining Phil Wilkenson’s photo (on page 4).

Happily 
reconnecting 

in person, 
Kathleen Andre, 
Rita Rhine, and 

Paula Pearce.

February Meeting
Photos by Gail Mardfin
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HIGHLIGHTED MEMBER SUSAN BARRI
Susan Barri’s parents were very unsupportive of her 
interest in art, forbidding her to take art classes while she 
was in college. Those were the days when the two 
“career” options offered to her were secretary or teacher. 
So she went to junior college at night, taking art classes, 
lived with a roommate, and worked during the day. 
Susan was very animated as she regaled us with stories 
“looking like ‘Susie Bouffant’ with matching purse and 
shoes” and the slouchy art professor who harshly 
criticized her for having perfectly drawn a still life of 
bottles – rather than expressionistically. Discouraged, she 
put fine art behind her, but always sewed and made her 
own clothes, made stained glass, and helped her kids 
with whatever t-shirts needed designing and printing. 
After Susan’s husband Rick passed in 2004, she began 
studying interior design, which introduced her to color 
theory (Lisa Bernstein) at SRJC. There she met Valerie 
Koppela Gardiner, Georgia Simons, and Marilyn Sommer 
– they began painting on Mondays together and they told 
her about AWS.
Susan lost everything in the Tubbs fire in 2017. With 
predictable spunk and positivity, she said, “At least I didn’t 
have to clean out the attic!”  It was then that she began 
her personal painting quest, to LOOSEN UP.  She tried 
various suggestions – painting with her left hand (she was 
too good at it!), drinking wine (unintended 
consequences…), and finally, the Palette Knife!
She had been painting rather tightly (see dog painting top 
left – which was fortunately delivered to the people who 
commissioned it in time) but after the fire, Susan taught 
herself how to use a palette knife proficiently, holding it a 
little loose as she worked wet-on-wet with her oils (over 
an underpainting done with brush).

She was thrilled to win a contest on paintmyphoto.com!  
And then, the fire. She went through an “angry painting” 
period, working in her son’s garage for a studio.  She 
pointed to the pink roses (above, left) and barn with a 
fiery orange distant sky (top right). Gail was able to 
project all these images, and several more, using AWS’ 
recently purchased digital projector!
A further story that Susan meant to share was how she 
was talking to Merrie Krisl at an AWS meeting one day 
and discovered that her son's house was only a few 
blocks from 
Merrie’s 
house. “She 
was so 
wonderful to 
invite me to 
paint on 
Fridays with 
her in her 
home studio,”  
Susan told 
me.
Great job, 
Susan! And 
some may 
not know that 
at the last 
Apple 
Blossom 
Show in 
2019, 
Susan’s 
“Sonoma 
98765” won 
Best in Show! 
         - gm

As she shared her artist’s journey at the February meeting, 
you’d never know it was Susan Barri’s (pronounced BARR - EE) 
first time holding a microphone or doing public speaking! 

ABS Chair Linda L. Reid 
delivered a wonderful report of 
all that is happening regarding 
the ABS — happening NEXT 
MONTH!!  Check page 1 and look 
for future emails.
Note that Linda just joined AWS 
during our Covid/Zoom era, but 
stepped up to volunteer for this 
important post. Thank you!

http://paintmyphoto.com
http://paintmyphoto.com


ALL YOU KITTY LOVERS…
Art & Object : 11 Images  
THE ART HISTORY OF CATS
https://www.artandobject.com/slideshows/
electrical-life-louis-wain-art-history-cats 

“Always leave something a little unfinished on the easel each 
night. It gives you something fun to get on with, first thing. 

Before you know it, your coffee will be cold.”   
- Robert Genn (PaintersKeys.com)  

VICE PRESIDENT’S REPORT
from LONNA NECKER

The Survey that you recently filled out has helped me 
in choosing presenters and activities for the club 
throughout 2022.  The highest percent of responders 
requested learning art techniques/composition/color.  
Based on that, Michael Coy has been chosen for 
March (see box at right). His website is coyart.com.

98% of respondents like Live Demonstrations. Based 
on that request, in April we’ll have Diana Majumdar, 
who will demonstrate mixed media collage followed 
by encaustic. In May, to demonstrate composition and 
color we’ll have Donna DeLeBriandais presenting on 
the patio. Donna’s demonstration will use watercolor, 
also a very high response rate. 

The genres/mediums that people most want to learn 
about are Seascape, Landscape, and Watercolor.  
With this is mind, letters have been sent to several 
local artists and I will keep you abreast of who we 
have scheduled. Thank you to those who have given 
me recommendations for presenting artists – and if 
you discover any more, please let me know. For now, 
this is what the next few months look like! 

March –  Michael Coy 
April    –  Diana Majumdar 
May    –  Donna DeLaBriandais 
June   –  AWS PICNIC!

Lecture/discussion had a 65% response, and for this 
we have our own Linda Loveland Reid, who has 
volunteered and will present later in the year.

Critiques garnered 60% of our membership response. 
A day for critiquing our work will be scheduled in a 
future month.

People also said they enjoyed the optional 
inspirational Prompts and seeing others’ art work. 
With good suggestions from all, the list of the 12 
prompts for the year was in February’s newsletter.  
Each month, Gail will put the next two months’ 
prompts on the front page of the newsletter.

I am learning a lot and enjoying my new job as VP!
Take Care,  
Lonna

MARCH 17 PRESENTER - MICHAEL COY
Michael will analyze four different famous painters 
showing why their art “works” and when it doesn’t! 
Members can learn how to make their art better – just 
in time for the Apple Blossom Festival.
     Michael Coy is a visual artist specializing in oil 
painting, illustration, and 
installation art. Michael 
has taught private 
painting workshops for 
over a decade and 
continues to teach from 
his home studio in 
Northern California. For 
years he has provided 
presentations and 
critiques for a group of 
artists who meet monthly in Marilyn Sommer’s studio.
.

Michael Coy and his 
Burning Man installation

http://coyart.com
https://www.artandobject.com/slideshows/electrical-life-louis-wain-art-history-cats
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https://www.artandobject.com/slideshows/electrical-life-louis-wain-art-history-cats
https://www.artandobject.com/slideshows/electrical-life-louis-wain-art-history-cats
http://coyart.com


 

2/19-3/27 - Thursdays through Sundays, 10am-4pm. 
Masks and safe distancing are required.

Marilyn Sommer -  
“Still Life with 
Grapefruit”  
40x30 oil

Marilyn’s terrific 
painting is the only 
AWS member 
piece in SCA’s Still 
Life exhibit. The 
whole show is very 
compelling - I took 
my granddaughter 
and we both 
enjoyed it! It will 
still be up at the 
time of our March 
meeting, so go 
check it out!  -gm 
 

Susan 
Bradford - 
Recent plein 
airs, clockwise 
from top
 
“The Old 
School House” 
16x12 oil 

“Little White 
Shack”  
16x12 oil

“Sonoma Coast”  
12x16 oil

“The Pompeii 
House, Sonoma”  
11x14 oil

15th Annual Event! Learn more about all the 
fantastic films! Tickets now on sale! 

https://sebastopolfilmfestival.org

SIGN UP HERE TO VOLUNTEER TO HELP 
with one of the cleanup/sorting/yardsale teams! 

 https://airtable.com/shrfDWG2M3lHVrpNC

https://airtable.com/shrfDWG2M3lHVrpNC
https://sebastopolfilmfestival.org
https://sebastopolfilmfestival.org
https://airtable.com/shrfDWG2M3lHVrpNC


February Prompt: 

LOVE   
  OF…

Fran Nielsen - “The Sparrow Brothers”
14x18 acrylic acrylic  
This a painting I did of my Character Figures: 
"The Sparrow Brothers.”  It took me forever. I 
just finished it. Too much detail!  I thought it 
would fit with the prompt as “brotherly love.”

Sandi Maurer -  “Changemaker” 28x22 acrylic & “Red Taping” 30x24 acrylic
These are my prompt paintings. I love…taping…color…wonder!

Kim Winter -  
“Winter-Howe collaboration: Passion”
14x14 acrylic  
My ‘Love of…' piece is a collaboration 
with my son. Fishing is his passion...and 
I made it with love for him. A combo of 
our art, but I put it together. He loves it. 
And that makes it legit! “ 

Gail Mardfin -  
“True Blue Quilt” 12x12 watercolor  
I’ve been in love with BLUE lately! I just 
finished a 3x3 foot acrylic that is only 
blue and white, too!

Marilee Wingert -  
“Stippled Pumpkin” 9x6 watercolor
I ‘Love to’ study and try out new 
techniques - like stippling. Stippling 
feels a little like applying calamine 
lotion to chicken pox - dab, dab, dab, 
dab.

Carol Mills - 
Love of…my grandchildren! 
“Wet Child” 11x15 watercolor
“Kyle” 11x15 watercolor
“Cousins” 11x15 watercolor

Linda Grainger - An Old Fashioned 
Love” 12x12 watercolor



 

This year’s ABS judge is Wendy Brayton.
Every January for six years, 
Wendy has painted 31 canvases 
on location around Petaluma 
and then, after an exhibit of her 
month’s work, she raffles off her 
best piece and donates the 
proceeds to NAMI, National 
Alliance on Mental Illness, 
raising between $3000 and 
$4000 each year. Read the 

article in the Press Democrat here:  
www.pressdemocrat.com/article/entertainment/
petaluma-artist-creates-31-paintings-in-31-days/.

Wiring the back of your art
      Too high    Too low   Just right

ABS has an Artist Statement book. 
Everyone can have up to two sheets (front and 
back) about you: bio, statement, examples of 

your work, etc.  Some of the ones in the binder 
are quite old, so time to update!

The book is available during the ABS for people to 
peruse, so get 
your page/s 
up to date
 before the 

show! Bring to 
the next meeting 

or the ABS 
reception.

• IMPORTANT STUFF TO KNOW •

“ 6 - 4 - 2 ”
Although this 2022 ABS show is eligible to anyone who 
was a paid member as of December 31, 2021, normally 
there is a requirement (as written in our Constitution) for 

participation in the Apple Blossom Show.
IMPORTANT: Requirements for the 2023 ABS 

will go back to “normal,” meaning you must fulfill 
these requirements in the year preceding the show 
(meaning, THIS year), so BE SURE TO SIGN IN AT 

EACH MEETING YOU ATTEND, NOTING IN THE 
COLUMNS your attendance and if you brought  

art and/or food. Requirements:
6 - Attend 6 meetings throughout the year

4 - Bring 4 works of your art to share
2 - Bring food donations to 2 meetings

THE 2022 APPLE BLOSSOM FESTIVAL’S THEME IS

              MASK-A-RADE
       Gail Mardfin is creating the printed program for 
our     Apple Blossom Show, and the cover has not yet 

been    decided. If you would like to submit a painting 
for consideration for the front cover, either having to do   
    with       APPLE BLOSSOMS or MASKS, please send it 

to gail@PLPgraphicdesign.com by the end of March.  

No promises if any will be used, 
but I wanted to put it out there.  - gm

WINE DONATIONS NEEDED

Living in Wine Country, if any AWS 
members have a connection to a local 
winery that may be interested in 
donating wine for our ABS Reception on 
Friday night, please let Chair Linda Reid 
know! lindalreid100@gmail.com  • (707) 
484-4153
       In the printed program, the wineries 
that donate will be listed, as well as on a 
large sign on the table where the wine is poured. 
Often the amount donated is a case, but any number 
of bottles would be welcome.

Wire should be semi-taut and about 1/4 to 1/3 down from the 
top edge of the frame.  Work should be clean, especially glass.
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Prompt:

Carolyn Wilson

UPSTAIRS ART 
GALLERY 

These three AWS 
members are among 
the 15 artist partners 
in the Healdsburg 
gallery at 306 Center 
Street. These pieces 
were part of the 
show That’s Amoré 
in the Valentine 
month of February.

Beverly Bird

Karen Miller

OUR NEWEST MEMBER!
Recently Gail Mardfin was at RileyStreet Art Supply getting 
some mat board cut - (4 free cuts and the prices can’t be 
beat!) - and she began chatting with another woman who 
was waiting to get some acid-free foam core backing. That 
woman was Rhonda Johnston, who moved to Oakmont two 
years ago. Gail invited her to take a look at the 
awsomeart.org website and come to our in-person meeting 
later that week…And she did!  

Welcome, Rhonda Johnston, AWS’ newest member! 
These are examples of the type of work Rhonda does:

Wood Panels are both 20x20 made of plywood and stain. 

“Wine Decanters” 30x22 soft pastel and acrylic spray paint on 
paper 
“Vineyards” 25.5 x 19.5 soft pastel on paper

Two Amazing Human 
Artists…one with no eyesight and 
one with the ability to see literally 100 
million colors!
 
Esref Armagan, a 50+ year-old Turkish man, 
blind since birth, started painting and drawing 
when he was 7.  He accurately paints still lifes 
and landscapes, producing things in 
perspective from a vantage point. Watch this 
10-minute film where he makes an image he 
learned about through touch 
and interprets it spatially on 
paper. AMAZING!
www.youtube.com/
watch?v=7fG0CDpy_0c

And this article about Australian artist Concetta 
Antico, a “tetrachromat,” which means she has 
a fourth color receptor in her retina, allowing 
her to distinguish around 100 million different 
hues. While most people can distinguish about 
a million colors, she experiences a super-
colorful world.  
www.theguardian.com/society/2022/jan/30/
im-really-just-high-on-life-and-beauty-the-
woman-who-can-see-100-million-colours
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Alice Neel: People Come First
March 12-July 10, 2022
at the de Young Museum

https://deyoung.famsf.org/exhibitions/alice-neel

Alice Neel (1900–1984) was one of the century’s most 
radical painters, a champion of social justice whose 
longstanding commitment to humanist principles inspired 
her life as well as her art. This is the first comprehensive 
West Coast retrospective of Neel’s work. The award-
winning exhibition includes paintings, drawings, and 
watercolors, along with additional artworks and media 
exclusive to the San Francisco presentation.  
Anyone up for a FIELD TRIP??

Never Too Old…
Carmen Herrera, Cuban-Born Artist 
Who Won Fame at 89, Dies at 106  
 
She painted in obscurity for decades, living 
on the earnings of her husband, an English 
teacher. Everything changed with a gallery 
show in 2004. 
 
https://www.nytimes.com/2022/02/13/
arts/design/carmen-herrera-dead.html 

 

“Rondo Blue 
and Yellow)”
acrylic on 
canvas, 
1965

Poet Billy Collins was born to a working-class Irish family in Antioch, Tennessee March 22, 1941,  
and appointed as Poet Laureate of the United States from 2001 to 2003.. 

Merrie Krisl sent in this poem a few months ago: “Thought people might like this. 
It's from The Art of Drowning by Billy Collins, 1995.”

                               HORIZON

You can use the brush of a Japanese monk
Or a pencil stub from a race track.

As long as you draw the line a third
The way up from the bottom of the page,

the effect is the same: the world suddenly
Divided into its elemental realms.

A moment ago there was only a piece of paper.
Now there is earth and sky, sky and sea.

You were sitting alone in a small room.
Now you are walking into the heat of a vast desert

or standing on the ledge of a winter winter beach
watching the light on the water, light in the air.
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RileyStreet Art Supply  
103 Maxwell Ct, Santa Rosa 
(707) 526-6421 Mon. - Sat. 

9:30am - 5:30pm  
Sun. 11:00 - 4pm

AS AN AWS MEMBER, REMEMBER TO 
ASK FOR YOUR 10% DISCOUNT  

ON ALL NON-SALE ITEMS.  
DOES NOT INCLUDE MATBOARD.

A Bit of AWS History
Betsy Shimmel, a founding member of 
AWS who was very active in the 
organization for many years, died in 2006. 
Her daughter Susan Stewart sent AWS a 
copy of a history evidently written by 
Betsy in 2003.
This is the third and final part in the series 
that has appeared in the newsletter. It is 
interesting to see how and when the many 
traditions of AWS began and the ups and 
downs of the “Workshop” throughout the 
years. It has always been an association 
of artists working together to make things 
happen! It is also interesting to read of 

Sebastopol’s historic changes.

PART THREE  
In 1977, there was a new activity, the Gravenstein Apple Fair, in 
August in Ragle Park. The A-frames for that effort were also 
designed by Betsy, with each artist making their own. They were 
loaned to participating artists as needed Eve Martinelli directed 
this activity for more than 18 years, “a difficult job with numerous 
organizers of the Fair and members to keep happy…The noisy 
venue outdoors, meeting many people for two days,” however, 
was a financial success for many of the participating artists.
In 1985, AWS had an outdoor art show at the Redwood Market on 
North Gravenstein Highway, Sebastopol, as well as a storefront 
show downtown during December. Richard Pellascini of Tombe 
Realty kindly loaned AWS the space for free. “Seems impossible 
nowadays with the high financial cost of liability, merchants are 
afraid they will be sued,” opined Betsy.
A Christmas Party became a traditional affair, with an exchange of 
art gifts and paintings, wonderful food and good conversation. In 
1987, instead of exchanging gifts among the members, they gave 
small personal gifts to the local convalescent hospital patients. In 
1996 AWS gave food to the Sonoma Food Pantry, which was 
having difficulty feeding the poor.
Another plan for community service also started in 1987, 
supporting student art shows for El Molino and Analy High 
Schools each spring. Ribbons were given and monetary /gift 
certificates awarded to the top three winners plus numerous 
Honorable Mention ribbons. This continued until 1996 when AWS 
was told they now had other plans. So “we instigated an 
Elementary School Art Show at our Apple Blossom Festival Art 
Show. The best work was chosen by the teachers and displayed 
by our member Jean Cline, director of the project. There were 
many comments about the children’s work in the unusually 
interesting display.” 

FUN FACT: One of Artist Round Table’s founding 
members, Ann Nichols, became a founding member of 
AWS a few years later! (from Sharon Daniels-Duerr)
                        

WANTED  

 YOUTUBE VIDEO 
RECOMMENDATIONS 

Webmaster Gail will be developing a 
new page on our awsomeart.org 

website with a listing of helpful art 
instruction videos. It will include 
many of the videos that VP Jerry 

Fabiano selected during our Covid/
Zoom era, as well as a link to the 

video that AWS sponsored of artist 
James Reynolds working in pastel 
to demonstrate Light & Shadow.

Additionally, do YOU have any 
specific videos you’d like to 

recommend?  Please send the link 
and a 1-2 sentence explanation of 

what it is and why it was helpful, to 
gail@plpgraphicdesign.com.  
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