
 

Art Workshop of Western Sonoma County  
8214 Covert Lane • Sebastopol CA 95473

Dear AWS Friends,

As I think about February, the Valentine month and our 
artist prompt, love, it strikes me that a complex, multifaceted 
emotion may be more difficult to paint than a simple object or 
a landscape. Let me offer a few thoughts to help us get 
started.    

Love is widely experienced and expressed in poetry and 
music. Hallmark has built an empire around sappy greeting 
cards. Consider how most pop-songs are about love. No one 
ever wrote a song about how well his/her stock portfolio did 
against the Fortune 500. But it is not readily obvious how to 
express it in a painting. Yet I would offer that art itself is so 
often an impulse response to love.  

In a conversation with my good friend James Reynolds 
about “why we paint,” I said I paint to beauty, those things all 
around us however mundane or simple that cause us to stop 
and take notice of how lovely they are. And it is just that 
simple for me. Art is an impulse response to love, even 
when it is about pain or sadness. I suspect that many of you 
are artists because you have responded to a strong beauty/
love impulse. And in doing so we are the big beneficiaries 
because the act of feeling and expressing love 

produces joy! As the mystic poet William Blake tells 
us, “kiss the joy as it flies.”  

Think about those who you love most in your life. A spouse 
or partner, your closest friends, someone who was central to 
your life who is no longer living. Can love be expressed in a 
painting of a place or object that is dearly memorable to 
you? Locations where precious promises were 
made? Prized pieces of jewelry that were given as a gift 
marking a special time. A pet living or gone. A room in your 
home. Children or grandchildren. Your garden.   

Allow yourself to think about how you felt when a piece of 
music opened up a world of feelings. How would you depict 
that in a painting? Go with it!

Offered with love from your Vice President, 
Jerry 

P.S. After having given this a lot of thought and doing a lot of 
online research, I have decided not to offer a video for 
February. The pickings are slim and besides you already 
know how to paint. But most of all I think it will be far better if 
the call of this subject and how you respond to it comes from 
your own heart and mind. Follow it! 
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February 18th Zoom @ 12:30  
Prompt: LOVE

Did you know there are hidden helpers behind the production and dissemination of this 
newsletter each month? Before you see it, I send it to two or three proofreaders to catch typos 
and inaccuracies (with a shout-out here to Carol Mills, Patricia Marina, and Lorraine 

Stribling). Paula Pearce was one of those proofreaders since I took over editorship in 2018. She 
is now stepping back from that duty as she attends once again to writing her Member Profiles each 

month. • • •  More importantly, each month for MANY YEARS, Paula’s husband Jeff has trekked to 
Sprint on North Main Street and picked up 12-20 printed copies of the newsletter. Together the 
Pearces would label and mail them (happy to pay the postage themselves, mind you!) to our non-
email members. With so few copies now needed, Fran Nielsen has volunteered to print them out at 
home and get them in the mail to those requiring them. Big thanks all around for many jobs well done.  

- Gail Mardfin, Editor

Thank you to  
Jeff & Paula Pearce



 

FROM THE PRESIDENT…
Happy February everyone!!!    

It was a year ago this month that we had our last in-
person meeting!! We have managed to pass this year 
and still keep our club together. Thanks to Gail and 
everyone who has participated in this effort. We hope 
before the end of 2021 we will be back in our Little Red 
Hen Room meeting again in person. 
We are still looking at ways that our members can show 
or sell their art pieces. Anyone with ideas, send them my 

way. Patricia 
Marina and I 
are going to try 
and work with 
the Sebastopol 
Chamber if 
they have a 
virtual Apple 

Blossom event. Since this has been our one show that 
we have worked towards every year, it would be nice to 
try something. Patricia has also reached out to SCA and 
is looking at other venues for a virtual or in-person 
(socially distanced) art show. 
Deni is talking to East West Café as a possible venue for 
our club rotation, as well as inviting members to again 
come out and paint outside on her property when the 
weather is nicer. 
I will leave other news reports to Gail and Jerry so as to 
cut down on repetition. Jerry has a great take on our 
next month’s prompt! Please read our minutes from the 
Board meeting that Merrie has meticulously written. 
I hope all of you that qualify (65+), are signing up for the 
vaccine as this will help with our goal to be 
back together in person again!! 

Stay Safe, 
Love, Carol

<- When the weather gets a little nicer, head over to Deni Marrone’s bucolic 
property in Sebastopol for some plein air painting. Call (408) 202-3875

AWS Board Minutes
January 21, 2021
Members Present: Jerry Fabiano, Merrie Krisl, Gail 
Mardfin, Patricia Marina, Deni Marrone, Carol Mills, Fran 
Nielsen, and Lorraine Stribling.
Meeting was called to order at 10:30 by President, Carol 
Mills.
President: Carol noted our constitution says the board 
shall be sworn in at the January meeting, but doesn’t 
offer any language for it. Jerry will write up a short 
“ceremony” and submit it to the board for possible 
inclusion in the constitution.
Carol has talked with Susan Collins from the Sebastopol 
Chamber of Commerce regarding a possible online 
Apple Blossom Festival. We might be able to have our 
show as part of that. Jerry thought this would be a good 
opportunity to keep us in front of the public and allow 
members to stay engaged. Gail noted that promoting the 
event is the big issue. Online sales are difficult for virtual 
shows and we might want to have phone numbers, etc. 
to link to the artists. Another possibility is going through 
the Sebastopol Center for the Arts. ABS Chair, Patricia 
Marina, volunteered to talk with both agencies. She is on 
the Visual Arts Committee for SCA. Patricia (with Susan 
Bradford) and Fran are doing Art at the Source again 
(June 5-6 and 12-13), most likely outside, and following 
pandemic precautions. That kind of outdoor show might 
be a possibility for us as a group also.
The board agreed some structure is good for our Zoom 
meetings. We like having a highlighted person and Carol 
will ask a member of 5 years or less to give a 
presentation at each meeting. She will give the format at 
the beginning of the meeting and will remind people that 
they may take breaks or leave whenever they need. 

Jerry suggested shorter breaks in between segments to 
relieve the sitting. Gail liked the conversation when 
people are unmuted and we are looking at the art 
presented.
Vice President: We discussed prompts and videos and 
Jerry will do his best to find videos related to the 
prompts. He will have prompts for two months in the 
newsletter to enable people to plan ahead. Gail read the 
list of prompts members had suggested. Merrie thought 
love would be appropriate for February and Jerry 
agreed.
Treasurer: Carol reported that Patty is researching 
PayPal as a way to pay dues. Gail also suggested 
Venmo and will talk with her about these.
Corresponding Secretary: Fran will print and send 
newsletters to the people who do not have email.
Membership: Lorraine reported we have 60 members 
so far and she is waiting to hear from 7 others.
Newsletter, Website, Zoom: Carol has talked with 
Paula Pearce about possible future newsletter member 
profiles. She suggested we put older members, who 
have never been highlighted, at the top of the list. Jerry 
would like to see newer members in the newsletter also. 
Deni likes learning more about members than just their 
art. Gail will ask Paula if she can include questions about 
other aspects of their lives.
Venues: Deni said she is talking with people at East 
West Café as a possible venue. She noted Made Local 
has moved to Montgomery Village. She also has plein air 
painting at her home when the weather cooperates. 
Email her if interested.
Meeting was adjourned at 12:00.
Merrie Krisl, Recording Secretary



Thanks to most everyone coming early, the January 
Zoom got started right on time with more than 30 
members present.  
ANNOUNCEMENTS: President Carol Mills said the 
Sebastopol Chamber of Commerce is hoping to do a 
VIRTUAL Apple Blossom Festival and we are hoping 
to have our ABS Show linked online. ABS Chair Patricia 
Marina will follow up on the details. Linda Loveland 
Reid announced her talk on Feb 10 on Jacob Lawrence 
– see more info on page 8 in the purple SCA box.

We all enjoyed a well-
rehearsed presentation 
by Rod Morgan about 
his passion for isometric 
drawings. Originally 
inspired by M.C. Escher 
– “That can’t be and yet 
you’re looking at it!” – at 
first by hand and then 
with the use of Adobe 
Illustrator and 
Photoshop, Rod has 
made the pursuit of 
intertwining endless 
loops, all based on 120 
degree angles, his 
particular art form.  
He also makes  
3-dimensional 
constructions. One 
called “The Symbol of 
Three Dimensional 
Infinity” is permanently 
installed on the campus 
of the Utah Valley 
University, where he 
went to school.  A 
number of thoughtful 
comments and 
questions followed 
Rod’s presentation. 

Viewers found the ten images he chose to screen-share 
to be “peaceful and meditative” as their eyes followed 
the lines around.
Carol asked Gail Radice to be our Featured Member in 
February and she agreed.
April Lynch reported that she will be publishing a book 
of her wildflower photos, co-authored by her friend 
Barbara Haddon. April was happy that her mother, who 
recently departed, was able to see the book which April 

had dedicated to her. [We’ll share a link to the book once 
it is available.]
With reminders from Jerry Fabiano to briefly stretch 
periodically throughout the meeting, we began the 
screen-sharing. All of the art shared at the meeting 
appears throughout this issue.
Though we went until 2:15 to do so, we looked at all of 
the self-portraits that 27 people submitted for this 
month’s prompt. Gail Mardfin presented the pieces with 
no identification so people had a few seconds to guess 
who the artist was before they started to speak about 
their piece. A range of media was used – oil, acrylic, 
watercolor, charcoal, pencil, mixed, and photography. 
Several members submitted more than one self-portrait. 
Jerry noted that everyone’s pieces were quite 
recognizable. Gail commended everyone for their efforts, 
especially those who had never done a self-portrait 
before. All of the pieces appear on the next page. 
Because of the late 
hour and because a 
few of the artists had 
mentioned the video 
(that VP Jerry had 
selected) and how it 
had influenced their 
approach, we ended 
the meeting without 
the usual video 
discussion.
Next month’s prompt is 
Love.  Be sure to read 
the letter from Jerry on page one for further reflection 
and explanation of the prompt. If you want to screen-
share any of your art at the meeting, please send 
images to Gail by the day before the meeting (or 
sooner!) so she has time to prepare the slides.

1-21-21  Zoom Meeting
by Gail Mardfin 

Linda Nease showed a piece still 
on the easel that she wasn’t yet 
pleased with. 



SELF-
PORTRAITS 

How many can 
you identify?  

?  

?  

?  

TRY TO FIRST COVER THESE ANSWERS…  1st Row: Judy Leandro, Beverly Bird (2), Merrie Krisl (4) Kim 
Winter  2nd Row: Ann Storms, Judy Grigg Goldberg, Karen Miller  3rd Row: Bev Kjeldsen, Susan Bradford, 
Dante Corsetti, Georgia Simons, Carol Leif Gianni  4th Row: Linda Loveland Reid, Marjorie Murray-Cortez, 
Linda Nease, Nancy Tulloh, Linda Grainger, Deni Marrone  5th Row: Patricia Marina (3), Carol Mills, Nancy 
Sanchietti (2)  6th Row: Fran Nielsen, Gail Mardfin, Phil Wilkinson, Lonna Necker (2), Rod Morgan



Nancy Tulloh - 
Acrylic  pours 
TOP LEFT 18x24
TOP RIGHT 
18x18

Sebastopol Venues
PLEASE NOTE: VENUE EXHIBITS WILL 
HANG FOR 3 MONTHS AT A TIME NOW.

Tombe Realty   
1/21/21 - 4/15/21: Phil Wilkinson

Umpquah Bank   
1/21/21 - 4/15/21: Sky Richardson 

Specialty Center  
1/21/21 - 4/15/21: Gail Mardfin 

*Anyone interested in showing in these venues  
April - July, please contact Venues Coordinator  

Deni Marrone at (408) 202-3875. 

Jerry Fabiano  -  
Self-Portrait
My painting is a depiction 
of the Journey of 
Orpheus into the 
underworld, from Greek 
mythology. I am working 
through several difficult 
health changes and did 
the painting to illustrate 
how such dark passages 
now apply to my life.  
Accordingly, I have used 
a number of symbols that 
apply personally.

ONE 30”x40” 
CANVAS LEFT  
(with a little bit of 
acrylic paint on it, 
easily painted over)  
Free to the first one 
to contact Lorraine 
Stribling.

lorrainestribling@comcast.net or 
    (707) 775-3234  

(Note: toes and kitty not included.)

Sky Richardson -
“Woods Lake - Carson Pass”
20x16 watercolor

I do not like to "toot my own horn" so you may or 
may not want to use this info.
I sent three paintings into a juried landscape 
exhibition at the Las Laguna Gallery in Laguna 
Beach and one was selected. It is a February 
online show.

Congratulations Sky!  
We love it when people  
toot their own horns!     

mailto:lorrainestribling@comcast.net
mailto:lorrainestribling@comcast.net


Explanation by Paula: Way back in June 2015 Paula interviewed 
Linda Nease at the annual AWS picnic. Written in Paula’s 
conclusion at the very end of Linda’s interview, Linda told me her 
wish was to interview me sometime. I answered, “We will see…”  
Today is that “sometime” for real! I told her, “I have all the questions 
and all the answers, so your job will be overseer.” 
Question: So, Paula, where were you born and raised?  
Paula: I was born in Ross, Marin County. Our family owned a home 
in Murray Park, Kentfield, located right next to Ross. 
Q: Did you grow up with siblings?  
P: Yes, my older brother Roger was first born in 1940, my sister 
Connie was born in 1943, and I was a “surprise” born in 1946.
Q: Did you have relatives who were artists? 
P:  Yes, my father, Robert Cumming, loved to draw horses and he 
taught me how to draw them as well when I was about ten and 
eager to learn.
Q: As a young child, did you enjoy art?  
P: That art lesson from Dad got me hooked. I was forever asking 
Mom, “What should I draw?” She’d reply with an idea and I’d go off 
and was happy as a clam.
Q: Can you recall any art projects from grammar school? 
P: In fourth grade, our teacher Miss Burns inspired us all with step-
by-step instructions to make our own fish mobile. She had made a 
pattern for us to trace that was about 15 inches long by 5 to 6 
inches high at the widest part. We used two pieces of thick slick 
paper that we stapled together leaving the under part open ready to 
be stuffed. We painted it with our own choices of color and design 
and stapled up the bottom. A string was centered to hang them from 
every light fixture. Our parent “Open House” was coming up.  That 
display of 30 colorful fish hanging from the lights made a huge 
impression on me and everyone else that saw it. 
Comment by Linda:  
That sounds like fun, I’d like to do one now!
Q: Did your art interest continue into high school? Did you 
have any teachers that especially inspired your creativity? 
P: Yes, in high school I majored in art at Redwood High School in 
Larkspur, next town over from Kentfield. Mr. McDonald was the 
main art teacher and we started out drawing and that advanced to 
painting with powdered pigment paints. I loved it! 
Q: Did you want to be a professional artist of some kind as an 
adult? 
P: I actually wanted to be an elementary school teacher. I always 
loved school and I loved my teachers. But in seventh grade at Kent 
School I won my first art contest designing a bookplate that would 
go into all the gifted library books. I did a spinoff design based on 
my dad’s camel cigarette pack but added a stack of books on top of 
the camel with a cascading drape reading: “To: From:”.  My first 
place prize was a personal guided tour to the art studio and 
reference library of Stan Galli, a local prominent commercial 
illustrator who lived near the school. That was a defining moment 
for me because I recall walking home from there proclaiming to 
myself I wanted to be an artist when I grew up -- and I majored in 
art ever since
Q: Did your parents encourage or discourage your goals to 
pursue an artistic livelihood?  
P: My mom was always very supportive of all my interests. I would 
say both my parents wanted me to enjoy my work, so art was high 
on my list.
Q: Did you pursue a college level education plan?  
P: Yes, in fact I followed my brother’s footsteps and I got accepted 

to San Jose State College as a freshman. It was the wrong choice 
for me. It was a huge campus and I was homesick and missed my 
friends attending Marin Junior College in Kentfield. I transferred to 
Marin JC after one year and earned my AA degree in art with a 
minor in education. Then I commuted for the next two years from 
Kentfield Sonoma State University to earn my BA in art.
Q: How long have you lived in Sonoma County?  
P: I was sick of commuting and I was dating my future husband, 
Jeff Pearce, who had a home in Sebastopol at this time. He was 
divorced and his kids 
were a high priority. 
He suggested I find 
an apartment and 
attend SSU to earn 
my elementary 
teaching credential. 
And that is exactly 
what I did.
Q: Did you ever 
teach as a career? 
P: Yes, in August of 
1980 I applied for a 
teaching job with the 
American Lung 
Association of the 
Redwood Empire, 
made available by 
the career center of 
SSU. I was hired as 
the Program 
Director and Health 
Education Director 
to first organize all their anti-smoking materials into grade level 
teaching units for the elementary grades. Once that was done, I 
directed and made teaching plans for seven countywide community 
asthma camps, clean air poster contests, adult better breather 
seminars, etc. I retired in January 1997.
Q: Do you have any other artistic/educational 
accomplishments to share? 
P: Yes, in 2008 to 2009 I completed my rough draft of my children’s 
book “Saving Walter.” It is now in its fourth edition (2016), self-
published by Blurb.com. I am the author and illustrator but I needed 
a graphic designer to bring it into its current state. I was lucky to 
know Patricia Lachman, who had just earned her degree from 
Santa Rosa JC in 2009 and was ready to help me with the graphic 
design features. We make a great team and produced a terrific 
book teaching children of all ages the history of water, the essential 
role it plays on Earth, and how we all can conserve it. Access to a 
100% preview is available on the “buy” page on my website: 
www.savingwalter.com
Comment by Linda:  
I love your book. You did a great job and I see your passion in it. 
Q: How did you find out about AWS?  
P: A friend of mine, Virginia Miller, was a member and asked me to 
be her guest way back in 1998. I have always been so grateful for 
that invitation and hold this membership in high esteem.  
Conclusion by Linda: 
It was great talking with Paula. She is having an interesting life of 
accomplishments we all can appreciate. And she is a generous and 
fun lady. This is the start of a friendship I’d like to grow, so we are 
planning something for whenever we folks can get together again, 
hopefully sometime this year. (Let the vaccines proliferate!)
I am so happy Paula is doing these monthly member profiles again. 
Our meetings are wonderful but there is never time to ask all these 
questions. This gives us a head start at deeper involvement with 
one another. Thank you, Paula!   - Linda 

Member Profile: Paula Pearce  
by Paula Pearce with commentary by Linda Nease 

Paula Pearce, Water Woman 

http://www.savingwalter.com
http://www.savingwalter.com


AWS has 66 paid Members!

53 have art pages on our website.  17updated their pages in January.

5 have art pages for the first time.  Find the links for them here: 
https://www.awsomeart.org/members-artwork

1.Linda Grainger  2.Bev Kjeldsen  3.Linda Nease  4.Linda Loveland Reid  5. Nancy Sanchietti

Always fun to see what 
other art groups are doing.  
Here’s the link for you to 
scroll through and see 55 
pieces in the Members 
Exhibit of the Petaluma 
Arts Center.  https://

petaluma-arts-center.squarespace.com/
members-exhibition-2020-2021

Here’s a peek at 
what artwork the 
Bidens will hang in 
the White House, 
as well as other 
past inhabitants’ 
selections.  https://

www.artandobject.com/slideshows/artworks-
selected-bidens-white-house

While there you might want to sign up for the 
very interesting, free weekly email 
subscription to ART & OBJECT.   
Thanks, Merrie Krisl, for the tip!

SANTA ROSA ART SHOW!  Entry is free! The 
National Arts Program exhibit in Santa Rosa will 
be online this year.  Deadline: Feb. 5th 
This program is open to all City of Santa Rosa 
residents. This year, the exhibition will take place 
ONLINE ONLY March 1 - April 30, 2021.  
 
You can apply directly online at
 www.nationalartsprogram.org/santarosa

(This is the show that I won a $350 cash prize for Best in 
Show last year. I hope you’ll enter if you’re eligible. - gail)  

Where Are The Women?: Uncovering The 
Lost Works Of Female Renaissance Artists    
A really interesting 4-minute listen on NPR, covering 
the story of some Renaissance paintings and their 
restoration, including one by Plautilla Nelli — whose 
workshop was inside a convent in Florence. Her 
depiction of The Last Supper includes salt cellars, a 
lot of wine, bread for every apostle and knives and 
forks and beans and lamb — she did a Last Supper 
where people were meant to eat. To listen, click 
here: https://www.npr.org/
2021/01/02/951479764/where-are-the-women-
uncovering-the-lost-works-of-female-
renaissance-artists

I noticed my 
facebook friends 
Lonna Necker and 
Georgia Simons 
recommend 
landscape artist 
Mary Gilkerson. 

Have fun looking at her loose and luscious 
paintings and check out her encouraging 
blog here www.marygilkerson.com/art-and-
painting-tips                                  - gm
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April Lynch - 
“JR Archer, III” 12x9 acrylic
I did not do a self-portrait this month, 
but I did this portrait of JR Archer III. 
It was a Christmas present for his 
grandmother, Barbara [the co-author 
of the wildflower book April 
mentioned in the Zoom meeting]. 
Here JR is at the beach near his 
home in Florida.

ART SPOTS: Jacob Lawrence
Wednesday, February 10, 2021 @ 1PM – Zoom 
Presented by AWS’ own author/artist/lecturer Linda 
Loveland Reid, we will learn about the African 
American artist Jacob Lawrence, who arrived in New 
York during the Harlem Renaissance, a period of 
explosion for Black art, music and literature. His focus 
was American History, from Columbus to what he saw 
in the streets, painting with intelligence and a deep background in his 
subjects. Jacob’s famous Migration Series depicts the relocation of 
more than 6 million African Americans, who, seeking a better life, moved 
from the rural South to the cities of the North in the years 1916 to 1970. 
This lecture will include other important Black artists from the 1930’s to 
today.
Sign up here: https://www.sebarts.org/classes-lectures/art-spots-
jacob-lawrence with a donation from $5 to $50.

Deni Marrone -
TOP: “Out of this world “  
14 x 14 acrylic pour
ABOVE: “Visceral”  
16x16 acrylic pour 
I am enjoying the entire color 
wheel these days.

Carol Mills - 
“Butterfly & Sunflower”  10x13 watercolor on Masa paper 
“Three Cats”   11x14 watercolor

The sunflower was probably the last Masa painting I’ll do for a long time. It was fun but I 
didn't like the results. • The three cats have a little story. We live in the country on two 
acres of an old Gravenstein apple orchard. Over the years we have had so many 
feral cats have litter after litter to be coyote meals, so in the early 1980's I connected 
with a newly formed group, "Forgotten Felines." They came out and trapped them one 
at a time and we paid to have them neutered and they returned them to us to feed for 
their remaining lives. Now in the 2000's, we now trap them ourselves and take them to 
Forgotten Felines with an appointment, and their volunteer vets give them shots and 
neuter them and we pay and pick them up and take them home. We are down to three 
cats these days. It's funny that they are still feral, even though they sit at our glass doors 
waiting to be fed three times a day (up from twice, with the Covid) and lounge on our 
decks. It could be that we trapped them, and they haven't forgiven us. Two of these cats 
are from the same mother but from different litters. They were best of buddies till the 
gold cat showed up as a tiny kitten. The kitten is in charge now.  All three are males. 
The mother disappears for years at a time then comes back to visit us every now and 
then. Her "sons" chase her off.  Anyway, I decided to "document" the three we have now 
as they are so different looking. They still will not let us touch them, so we watch their 
antics through the windows and doors as they watch ours, sitting on the kitchen window 
ledge. But we haven't had any NEW feral cats in years. I had to snap many photos 
before I could get any that I could paint.  
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Bev Kjeldsen - This is 2’ x 2’ acrylic on 
wood. The hearts are wood cut-outs. Each 
heart represents a person in my family. I am 
putting it up on our Fence Gallery along our 
front fence. 

STOLEN ART? 
by Gail Mardfin

https://painterskeys.com/painting-lost-reward-offered/
You have heard me recommend before the twice-weekly emails 
called The Painter’s Keys. I love the letters of Canadian painter 
Robert Genn and his approach to art and to life (he himself died 
a few years ago and now his artist daughter Sara co-writes the 
emails). This particular article tells the story of when one of 
Robert’s paintings was seemingly stolen from its plein air easel 
on the beach in Mexico. It’s an interesting anecdote, but even 
more interesting to me were the Readers’ Comments that 
followed, with many a tale of lost/stolen artwork. Do you have a 
story like that?
I do. Many years ago my creativity expressed itself through 
making original quilts and I was a part of a wonderful “stitch and 
bitch” group of women who met twice a month in each others’ 
homes to sew and socialize together. We pieced and quilted our 
own projects, all by hand, and some took a year or more to 
complete. Most of the women worked with traditional quilting 
patterns they bought and followed, but I liked to design my own 
(of course)!  One week, at this particular meeting, a member had 
brought a guest and I spent some time describing the 
interlocking arrangement of my crazy-quilt pattern for the project 
I was working on: the squares, the borders, etc.  

About two months later there was a local 
quilt show. I walked in and saw my quilt (or 
the exact design of my quilt in a different 
color palette and - mercy! - machine sewn 
and quilted!) hanging in a place of 
prominence. The woman I had shared my art 
with had stolen the design. I was enraged!  
Yes, it was flattering (?!) but I was beyond 

mad; I felt like I had been punched in the gut. I did eventually 
finish my quilt (by hand) but never exhibited it, except on my 
backyard clothesline. I have a softer feeling about it all these 
years later, but this article brought it to mind.   
Do you have a story like that to share?

GREAT TO HEAR FROM 
RHONDA MYRTLE…
Happy New Year! Well this has been 
a hard year! We have put off leaving 
for Arizona til maybe late February 
as we usually leave January 16th. I 
love the warm weather and the 
freedom of being in my motorhome -  
I call my happy home - so much 
time to paint, read, hike, kayak. We 
camp one month on Lake Havana. I 
like to find things around camp that I 
can make art from, it's like an Easter 
egg hunt! I spend more time looking 
for goodies than making them up!  I 
find lots of people come and do art 
with me. When in Mexico I have 
taken a few art classes and love 
that, but don't plan to drive into 
Mexico this year. I'm still learning to 
paint and it feels like that's my 
happy place!  I miss our group 
meeting and all the great people in 
the group. Let’s hope we can get 
back together in 2021!! Thanks 
again.   - RHONDA MYRTLE

Rhonda Myrtle - 
ABOVE: 
Rock art,  
found out  
camping
 
RIGHT: “Peacock”  
20x16 oil
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BIG WINTER SALE  
NOW THROUGH FEB 28  

RileyStreet Art Supply
103 Maxwell Ct, Santa Rosa 

(707) 526-6421
www.RileyStreet.com  

Mon. - Sat. 9:30am - 5:30pm
Sun. 11:00 - 4pm

BARNS, BARNS, BARNS…
TOP LEFT: Kathy Byrne - 
“Red Barn” 12x18 watercolor 
ABOVE: Nancy Sanchiettii - 
This painting was done recently at a home on 
Hicks Rd. in Graton. I painted with Susan and 
Carolyn and Patricia on a plein air outing on a 
beautiful day.
LEFT: Carol Mills -  
"Old Barn with Tin Roof" 16x20 watercolor 
It's kind of like the one we had for 20 
years on River Road with our vineyard.

Susan Bradford - 
“Graton Farm” 16x20 oil  

Fran Nielsen -  
“Green Bay Packers Wolf”
Mixed media, appx 14” high

Kathy  Byrne -
“Door” 20x13 watercolor 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